Asthma management in police study.
Asthma is a common condition and, therefore, may be seen by the clinical forensic physician and police in widely different circumstances ranging from the autopsy room to roadside breath alcohol testing. This paper concentrates on the assessment and treatment of asthmatics detained in custody and does not refer to the Road Traffic Act provisions. A careful history and objective recording of simple severity markers and peak expiratory flow rate should identify patients who may require hospitalization or urgent treatment. Asthma mortality may be reduced by better understanding of the disease and its treatment and by greater use of prophylactic rather than reliance on relief therapy for bronchospasm.